INTRODUCTION
Nonpalpable testes account for 13-43% of all cases of cryptorchidism, the average being 20% [1] . Many reports on the use of laparoscopy in nonpalpable testes have been published, and it has been demonstrated to be the most reliable, safe and effective procedure in the evaluation of nonpalpable testes [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . The (US), computed tomography (CT), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and angiography [13] [14] [15] [16] although none has been widely accepted as reliable examination. US avoids the use of ionizing radiation, permits evaluation without sedation, and is not expensive. However, it can identify only larger testes located in the inguinal canal which are at juxtavesical position. With CT, the testes are easily identified if they are located beneath the inguinal canal, but it emits radiation and it is difficult to perform in the young children because of long scanning time and the need for sedation. MRI may be useful to document the location of testis, but it is expensive and is also difficult to perform in the young children. Angiography is technically difficult and invasive procedures in the young children. All these imaging procedures are limiting and if the testes are not identified by these procedures, the exploration of the inguinal canal and abdominal cavity is resultantly necessary.
The laparoscopy, which only takes about 15 min, has the advantage of more accurate diagnostic modality for detection of dislocated testes or proving their absence through a fine-vision optical lens. Diagnostic laparoscopic procedure could also let us determine the subsequent appropriate management for the testes. Subsequent surgical management according to the laparoscopic findings can be decided as shown in Table II [7, [21] [22] [23] . So far, there is no universal opinion to account these additional procedures as standard technique for nonpalpable testes because they are more complicated and require long operation time.
In conclusion, laparoscopic evaluation in patients with nonpalpable testes gives us precise information as to the existence and location of the testicle, which is helpful in determining subsequent appropriate procedure and avoiding unnecessary abdominal exploration even in our small experience. Although laparoscopy is less invasive procedure, meticulous care must be taken to avoid inherent complications to the alimentary system.
